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1. Katrina Slingo 
Katrina has been a volunteer for the last four years with the Fusion program and Easter/Christmas services at the 
Youth Justice Centre in Parkville. Katrina attends weekly and brings creative ideas for games and activities to 
engage the young people, and acts as a positive role model to the young people present. As a compassionate and 
dedicated volunteer, Katrina is always treating clients with the highest level of dignity and has proven to be a 
positive witness of what it means to live life to the full.  

    

2. Awa Peluaungpo 
Awa has been a Volunteer Tutor for the past two years at the After School Learning Program in Werribee – part of 
CatholicCare’s refugee settlement services. Awa provides high quality tutoring to children of the Burmese 
community in years 5-10. Awa is responsible for teaching Mathematics to the children who are always responsive 
to her teaching style and overall support. She assists the children with their school work by discussing their 
progress, helping them problem solve and discover new learnings, while caring for each child’s overall wellbeing. 

 

3. Beverly De Sliva 
Beverly is also a Volunteer Tutor with the After School Learning Program in Werribee, where she has volunteered 
for the past five years. Beverly provides a high quality tutoring support to the younger children in Prep - Grade 2 
in Mathematics. 

Beverly is always well prepared for each lesson, leading discussion with the children about their school work and 
other related topics. The children work together with laughter and smiles on their faces. Beverly embodies the 
values of CatholicCare by her care and service to these children, creating an uplifting environment for them to 
enjoy their learning experience.  

 

 



 

 

4. Sue Thong 
Sue has been a volunteer in Administration support at East Melbourne head office since July 2018. Sue assists the 
admin team and supports the Marriage and Relationship Education Team with various administration tasks 
essential for running the programs. This includes preparing information kits, putting together course materials, 
assisting with mail outs and replenishing essential resources. Sue has given her valuable time and skills that 
benefit these programs, which flows on to provide quality services to our clients. Being a mum to three young 
children, Sue is very organised and keen to achieve excellence in her work. Her commitment to timely completion 
of tasks in a professional manner is much esteemed.  

 

5. Bryan Xu 
Bryan has been a volunteer camp helper with the Refugee Dads and Kids Weekend since 2016. He is a valued 
member of the team and has attended at least six weekend camps, as well as the family day outings - giving 
generously of his time. Bryan is a positive role model to all the children, engaging well with the dads and kids. He 
is a versatile volunteer and assists in all group and individual activities, including get-to-know-you games, art 
therapy, outdoor adventure activities, and helping prepare photos and certificates. 

Bryan has been dubbed “King of the Kids” because of the great rapport he has with the children on camp. It is 
through the commitment of volunteers like Bryan that CatholicCare can offer a unique opportunity for refugee 
fathers and their children to spend valuable time together, creating lasting memories and stronger bonds. 

 

6. Anna Burley 
Anna has been volunteering at the Refugee Settlement Program in Dandenong for the past five years, teaching 
English Conversation to newly arrived refugee women to whom language is a significant barrier. 

Anna has proven to be a dedicated and hardworking teacher who is always well prepared for her classes. She 
helps the women develop basic English skills including speaking, listening, reading and writing. Anna integrates 
her learning plans into relevant life skills for the women, such as grocery shopping, accessing Centrelink services, 
the library and public transport. Anna demonstrates the values of CatholicCare by helping empower the women 
to build their self-confidence, develop their English skills and encouraging them take control of their future.   

   

7. Mahbooba Tokhi 
Mahbooba is also a volunteer at the Refugee Settlement Program in Dandenong. For the past three years, she has 
facilitated the Knitting Program and helped with interpreting. Mahbooba teaches senior women from the Afghan 
community how to knit and helps with interpreting in face-to-face interactions.  

Due to language and cultural barriers, the Afghan community experience major difficulties, including lack of social 
connectedness and isolation. Mahbooba engages the women to learn knitting while facilitating much needed 
socialization in the group. The group runs up to three hours on Fridays, where the women share a meal, knit 
together and chat. Mahbooba has also helped other vulnerable women join the group, and by doing so many 
have now accessed the professional services of CatholicCare and other relevant services for their individual 
needs. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

8. Sharon Maguire 
For the last 18 years, Sharon has served as a volunteer in the Melbourne Custody Centre Visitation Program - 
visiting those in custody following their court appearance. For 15 of those 18 years Sharon has coordinated the 
program, which involves monthly Saturday morning visitation and contacting the families of those in custody. 
Sharon coordinates the visitation roster of 12 volunteers and arranges the ‘hands on’ training of new volunteers, 
acting as a mentor to them all. Sharon has a passion for the program as well as deep compassion for those in 
custody. 

The custody centre is an inhospitable place, lacking fresh air, with lights on 24 hours a day, where visitors speak 
through a 20x10cm hole in the door. Many in custody are also in the stages of withdrawing from alcohol or other 
drugs, and with over 100 men and women, this all adds to the hostility of the environment.  

The dignity of the person is paramount to Sharon and her team, who bring the brightness of their personalities, 
show a genuine interest in the person and a willingness to listen to their thoughts and needs. They are a lifesaving 
link to those in custody and the person’s family members. Sharon has well exceeded the call of duty with an 
outstanding 18 year journey of selfless and caring service. 

 

9. Trish McLaughlin 
Trish McLaughlin is in her 20th year as Volunteer Receptionist at the St Mary of the Cross Centre, also supporting 
the HIV/AIDS Community Lunch, which began with the Drug & Alcohol Program back in 2000. Trish always 
welcomes people with a warm smile and treats them with the utmost respect, always remembering their name 
and showing genuine care for each person.  

Trish is a versatile and generous volunteer who goes the extra mile in her role. From making cups of tea for the 
guests, to welcoming people who wonder in off the streets and referring them to the right people or service, to 
watering the plants, and putting her baking skills into action (with her classic sponge cakes and slices). Trish is a 
highly valued member of this ministry, and the team remain profoundly grateful for her 20 years of dedicated 
service.    

 

10. Paul Breed 
Paul has been a Volunteer Tutor with the Multilingual Homework Club at Northern Bay College for the last 15 
months. In this time, Paul’s contribution has been outstanding. Through the homework club, Paul has been 
instrumental in helping refugee students settle into their new school environment. He has provided homework 
tutoring, social interaction, English conversation support and positive role modelling to the students. 

Paul has also provided essential feedback to the homework coordinator, recommending the right syllabus and 
learning materials relevant to each student. Paul’s attendance and reliability has been excellent; he has gone the 
extra mile when called upon, such as helping with transport and facilitating the group when the coordinator has 
been away. 

 

 

Congratulations and thank you to all of the nominees this year! Your dedication, hard work and 
compassion continue to make a world of difference both at CatholicCare and in the local community. 


